MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 403

SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903
APRIL 8, 2008

7:00 – 8:45 p.m.
MINUTES


I.
CALL TO ORDER



Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair, Cesar Lagleva.




II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners Present 


George Pegelow 



Adriana Ames
 


Cesar Lagleva 
 



Marna Cohen



Kerry Pierson



Raphael Durr




Commissioners Absent


Aref Ahmadia  (NE)


Andrew Marshall (NE)



Maureen Mc Manus (NE)



Human Resources Staff Present


Patricia Maguire, Staff Coordinator


Guests Present


Martin Schaaf, Social Justice Center



Victor Lu, Human Rights Relay Committee


Kip Koh, Human Rights Relay Committee



Ray Gordon, Resident 

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS


Guests introduced themselves and were welcomed.

IV.
APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA


MOTION: Guests will be moved up on the agenda.  Comm. Lagleva 


asked that College of Marin be removed from the agenda at this time.   


M/s/p Pegelow/Peirson

V.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF March 11, 2008



MOtion: Minutes approved M/s/p Peirson/Pegelow
VI.
open time FOR PUBLIC EXPESSION 

None
VII.
Chair’s Report


· Race and Class: Marin County Education Equity Initiative:  



The first Race and Class Ed. Initiative Council meeting will be held 
April 17th from 6:30-8:30 pm at Marin Link.  Comm. Cohen 
suggested that HRC consider race and class as a issue at the 
upcoming retreat.  Commissioners Ames and Pegelow agreed.  
Comm. Lagleva reported that two different workshops are being 
planned on anti-racism and anti-classism.  One will be offered in 
the day and one in the evening.  Comm. Pegelow asked for a hard 
copy of the report.
VIII. 
STAFF REPORT

· Conflict of Interest Forms: Four commissioners have returned the form so far.  

· Annual Report::The annual report was sent onto the CAO.
IX. 
NEW BUSINESS  

1. Human Rights Ed. Proposal re: Gershon Mitchell:  Mr. Mitchell came before the commission to propose that a booth, that he would staff, be placed at the Marin Farmers Markets.  The booth would have human rights education material available for the public. He would be there to answer questions. He and Mr. Schaaf also met to discuss each of their projects and agreed to be mutually complimentary.  Mr. Mitchell believes that human rights education is the underpinning of the three human rights treaties brought to the commission by Mr. Schaaf.  Discussion followed.  Comm. Lagleva suggested that this item be an action item next month and that Mr. Mitchell provide a concrete plan of action i.e. date, time, partnerships etc. so that the commission can be clear as to what they will be considering in a motion.  Comm. Pegelow suggested that Mr. Mitchell get his proposal to the commission a week before the meeting.  Mr. Mitchell said that he would like to get the hip hop community involved in fostering human rights education.  Mr. Gershon stated that if he is going to get any funding for his project from the BOS, he will need the recommendation of HRC.  
2. Sausalito Yacht Club Complaint: Mark Schickman:  Mr. Schickman did not attend the meeting.
3. Human Rights Torch Relay/Victor Lu:  Mr. Lu discussed human rights abuses by the Chinese government particularly to the people of Tibet, child labor and the persecution of members of Falon Gong.  He discussed specific means of torture and intimidation to members of this spiritual group.  Mr. Koh discussed how the Chinese government is allegedly increasing the persecution of members of Falon Gong since being awarded the Olympics.  He provided a great deal of written information on this issue.  Mr. Koh requested that HRC pass a resolution denouncing the Chinese government for its human rights violations.  Both he and Mr. Lu provided examples of resolutions passed by other cities and counties.  Comm. Lagleva agreed with Comm. Peirson and wanted to go on record saying the U.S. has its own issues of ongoing human rights abuses that have not been addressed and it would be hypocritical to condemn another country without condemning the U.S.  MOTION:  The Human Rights Commission supports a similar resolution as was passed in Palo Alto  that talks about the general issue of human rights.  M/s Cohen/Pegelow. There was further discussion.  FRIENDLY AMENDMENT:  That the Human Rights Commission draft its own resolution and not use boiler plate.   M/s/p Peirson/Ames.  Commissioners Peirson and Ames will draft the resolution.   

X. 
EEAC Liaison Report/ Cohen




Commissioner Cohen reported that EEAC is developing a questionnaire 


for 10% of the line staff to complete.  

 
 

XI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Martin Luther King Awards Committee/Ames : 




No report 

2. Education Committee/Pegelow
· Maria Mikel Complaint:  Comm. Peirson is attempting to set up a meeting with the principal of Terra Linda High School after investigating the Mikel and Crawford complaints.   He is waiting for a call back from the principal.   He would be interested in calling a meeting of students and residents of Terra Linda to discuss race issues in this community. Comm. Lagleva asked how school administration is held accountable for violations of student rights.  A school administrator stated that he believes there is institutional racism in the schools.
· Crystal Crawford Complaint/Update: See above.  
· Anti-bullying Update: Commissioner Pegelow is making the rounds of school boards to gain support for the implementation of anti-bullying programs in the schools.  It is a particularly difficult time because of the budget crisis.  

3. Law Enforcement Committee/Durr
· Ray Gordon Complaint/Update:   Mr. Gordon updated the commission on his current situation.  He compiled a written complaint of dealings that he had with various law enforcement agencies.   He asked that the complaint go to each commissioner and the District Attorney.  Comm. Peirson asked if he and Comm. Durr could go to the MVPD on behalf of Mr. Gordon and his allegations against that department Mr. Gordon’s immediate plan is to take three of these complaints to the District Attorney and if the D.A. does not respond, he will go to the Grand Jury.  Mr. Gordon received four non moving traffic violations this week.  Mr. Gordon asked for assistance in connecting with a mental health liaison to intervene on his behalf or accompany him to his court appearance.  
· Velvelon Brown Complaint: Comm. Durr is still trying to contact an officer with the San Rafael Police Dept.  
4.  Community and Government Committee/Marshall                            

· United Nations Treaties/Support for Resolution: 

           Martin Schaaf stated that Mr. Mitchell suggested that their joint 
efforts be called the Marin Human Rights Initiative.  He discussed 
the possibility of having a competition for young people to submit a 
15 second rap piece based on one of the articles the hr treaties.  
Mr. Schaaf was asked to provide HRC with a draft copy of the letter 
he has requested and resolution for consideration next month.  
MOTION: There will be an addition to the resolution that speaks to 
the human rights educational component. M/s/p Pegelow/Peirson   
· Housing Authority/Peirson:  Commissioner Peirson said that he received an application from the Housing Authority for membership on a community advisory committee on public housing issues.  He did not want to apply and asked if anyone else was interested.  
· The Dream Act: Guest not present
5. Media Committee/Ahmadia



No report


6. Human Resources Committee


     No Report.  

    
XII.
OLD BUSINESS  



1. Retreat Committee: Ames/Ahmadia/Pegelow

· Update: The retreat is Thur. May 15, 2008 in the Rug Room 
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.


2 Minority Contracting/Durr:  Cal Trans has decided to change the status of race neutral to race conscious.  This allows them to have a 6% target for minorities and women in each RFP (request for proposal).  During affirmative action the target was 13%.  


3. Verna Adams Invitation: Comm. Lagleva has instructed Staff to wait for further input from Comm. Ahmadia before a letter is sent.  

XIII. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
     

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT  


MOTION: Meeting adjourned at 8:45   M/s/p Pegelow/Cohen



Respectfully submitted,



Patricia Maguire




     

