MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 403

SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903
NOVEMBER 11,2008
7:00 – 8:15 p.m.
MINUTES


I.
CALL TO ORDER



Meeting called to order at 7:15 pm by Chair, Raphael Durr



II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners Present 


Raphael Durr




Marna Cohen 



Maureen Mc Manus 



Shelly Scott



Aref Ahmadia



Commissioners Absent


Dennis Sato (E)



Andrew Marshall (E)



Adriana Ames (E)



George Pegelow (E)


Human Resources Staff Present


Patricia Maguire, Staff Coordinator



Guests Present


Carolyn Burwell, Grand Jury Association


III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS


Guests introduced themselves and were welcomed. 


IV.
APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA


MOTION:  Agenda approved. M/s/p Ahmadia/Mc Manus


V.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF Oct. 14, 2008 


The incorrect minutes were sent. Item tabled until the December 



meeting.

VI.
open time FOR PUBLIC EXPrESSION 
VII.
Chair’s Report



Comm. Durr thanked the commission for electing him chair.  He also 
reported that as chair of the Law Enforcement he stated that he heard 
from several people about more and more law enforcement agencies 
getting tazer guns and there is a growing concern about this practice.  He 
intends to find out if there is mandatory record keeping involving tazer use 
and if there are guidelines and mandatory training for their use.  He asked 
that this be put on the December agenda.
VIII. 
STAFF REPORT

· Staff read a letter of introduction from newly appointed commissioner, Dennis Sato, who was unable to attend the meeting.  

· Staff reminded the commissioners about the mandatory Ethics Training that can be taken on line.  It needs to be completed by the end of the year. 
IX. 
NEW BUSINESS
1.  Motion for Election of Chair:  There was not a formal motion for the election of the chair last month. MOTION: Raphael Durr be elected chair for FY 08/09 M/s/p McManus/Cohen
2.  Election of Vice Chair:  MOTION: Adriana Ames be elected vice-chair for FY 08/09 M/s/p Mc Manus/Cohen

3.  Civil Grand Jury Recruitment/Carolyn Burwell

Ms. Burwell gave a brief description of what the Marin Civil Grand Jury is charged with doing and the composition of the jury.  She gave a job description of the responsibilities and the “typical”

 member of the jury.  She came to the commission asking for suggestions as to how to outreach to a more diverse group of people from whom to recruit.  The commissioners gave recommendations as to agencies or organizations that may represent a more diverse population in the county.   


4.  Albert Diaz Complaint: Complainant was unable to attend the 



meeting. This item is tabled till next month.

X. 
EEAC Liaison Report/ Cohen

 

There has been difficulty finding a time that works for everyone so 


there has not been a meeting.  
XI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Martin Luther King Awards Committee/Ames:  
· 2008/2009 Event Update:  Commissioner Ames was not present.  Staff updated the commission on the event.
· Selection of Awardees:  There were two people who received seven votes and four people who received five votes each. MOTION It is agreed up that there will be l be six adult awardees and a special posthumous community service award for Ethel Perry. M/s/p Mc Manus/Scott. MOTION: The seven youth nominees will split $2800 with $800 being taken from the Marin Community Foundation account.  M/s/p Mc Manus/Scott
2. Education Committee/Pegelow: No Report


· Report on NUSD Blue Ribbon Comm. Update

· Student Diversity Council




· T.L. High Mediation Report





3. Law Enforcement Committee/Durr



No report

4. Community and Government Committee/Marshall : No report 

      

· Housing Authority


· Penny Jones Complaint/Marshall
· One Dream 2009/Juan Carlos Arauz

Staff updated the commission on the status of this issue.



5. Human Resources Committee/Pegelow



No report
XII.
OLD BUSINESS  

1.  Retreat 
Committee: Ames/Ahmadia/Pegelow
 

· Proposed Dates:  The committee is waiting until all commissioners are present.



2.  DUI Stops in Canal/Jim Geraghty



· Formal Complaint Status:  Mr. Geraghty did not attend the meeting.  Staff informed the commission that she called the complainant about the meeting but he did not call back.  The commission discussed how everyone stopped is asked for a driver’s license and that this is not aimed at finding undocumented residents but part of every DUI stop.  There was also discussion about the fact that undocumented residents were in a difficult situation because they cannot get a driver’s license.  

3.
Roles and Responsibilities Training Venue


This will be part of the retreat.

4.
Timing Agenda Items/Pegelow



Carrie Ann Colton, who staffed the October meeting, was going to 


provide information on how the Women’s Commission goes 



about timing their agenda.  

XIII. 
ANNOUNCEMENT


XIV.
ADJOURNMENT   


Respectfully submitted,



Patricia Maguire




     

