MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Proposed meeting Minutes

JuLY 12, 2011 - 6:30 P.M. – 8:30 p.m.


I.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:40pm.  The meeting was chaired by AA, Chair.
II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners present: A. Ahmadia, M. Cohen , C. Martinez, M. Nathan, J. Schiller S. Scott, Glen Walker.   Staff Present: J Powell, CA Colton
Absent: A. Marshall (UA)
III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Linda Steele, Scott Pirtle and Glen Walker(new Commissioner) introduced themselves.
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
MOTION to approve Agenda – SS/CM m/s/p.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION to approve May Minutes JS/CM m/s/p.

VI. Open Time for Public Expression – Ms. Steele lives in Novato and is interested in becoming a Commissioner.   Mr. Pirtle is working on animal rights and also has an interest in homeless and mental health issues.  He distributed a paper that he wrote on homelessness as well as an article that the Marin IJ printed on homelessness.  He spoke about homelessness in Marin and the lack of places for the homeless to go.
VII. Guest Speaker(s) – No Speaker 
VIII. Chair’s Report – AA addressed two issues.  HE asked the Commission to review the Agenda and Minutes prior to the meeting to expedite their approval at the meetings.  Additionally, he asked that everyone arrive on time so that the meeting can begin on time.
1. Welcome to new commissioner, Glen Walker– Commissioner Walker introduced himself during the introduction to guests and told the Commission a little about himself.
2. Discussion whether to add a treasurer to Exec team – Shelly agreed to help track budget items with staff.  The Commission did not vote on this, but agreed via consensus.
3. Strategic Planning – Initiatives and Action Plans for Committees – Consensus was to discuss this under Committee Reports section.  Several Commissioners felt that they did not want to address Committee initiatives until the Commission is at capacity, which is should occur in August.
IX. Staff report

1. Budget Update –monthly food for the July Business meeting was purchased.
2. Intern Update – Staff reported that there are potentially two people interested in coming onboard as an intern.  Staff will contact them and invite them to the next business meeting.  Additionally, AA may have someone who can help.  All interns/volunteers need to contact Anne Starr at the County to be considered.
X. standing business
1. COMMITTEE REPORTS and COMPLAINTS – No report unless indicated below 
a. Community and Government: AA reported on the Steele issue, in which a middle school student was not being allowed to walk at her graduation.  AA contacted Ms. Steele via phone to discuss.  He also went to the school and spoke with the principal who informed AA that due to grades and behavior issues the student was not being allowed to walk.  The principal provided AA with the school’s guidelines on this issue.  The principal relayed that 4 other students were not walking for similar reasons and denied the HRC request to allow the student to walk.  Ms. Steele, who was present at the meeting expressed that she was impresses with the Commission’s quick response to her call and willingness to help.  There was no update on Shervin - AA/AM to report at Aug. meeting.
b. Diversity (LGBT, Disability, Etc.): No report, however MN did relay that there are many LGBT events that are going on this month.
c. Education: Vega – SS reported that NUSD has a new Superintendent, Dr. Shalee Cunningham, who she thinks will be a real asset to the School District and Community.  
d. EEAC Liaison: No report, haven’t met.  The meetings may be changed to be quarterly instead of bimonthly.  They hope to meet and vote soon on the meetings as well as what the role of the EEAC will be and how it will function in the future.
e. Future Endowment Fund: No report, AM not present.  Move to Ad-hoc Committee section.
f. Healthcare: No report
g. Law Enforcement: AA reported that he made 3 calls in response to complaints received but had not received any calls back.
h. Retreat: No Report
2. AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Future Endowment Fund – no report

2. General Assistance – CM reported that there was no response to the resolution from County Counsel.  The issue is in litigation and the HRC will not receive docs.  CM is not sure why they will not provide documents.  MN reiterated that she feels the HRC is not autonomous from the BOS and feels that the resolution drafted was not the proper thing for the commission to do.
3. New Commissioner Orientation – SS and JS are meeting on the 14th to discuss and will schedule a meeting with the new Commissioner afterwards.
4. PR/Media – no report, the Committee plans to get together to draft and discuss ways to outreach.
5. Procedures for Meetings – Items of concern were touch upon in the Chair’s report.  
6. Retreat – Staff  and MN to meet on the 26th to discuss further.  JS and MN to try to meet on the 29th to discuss.
7. Website – The Committee is working on the website and should have something to report at the Aug. meeting.
3. SUPERVISORS REPORTS –No reports.
XI. NEW ITEMS 

1. Expansion of living wage in Marin – No discussion, but CM would like to keep this issue in mind for future meetings/discussion.
2. MLK – Beginning preparations were discussed.  Date was set for Jan. 19th.  Possibly secure a youth performance for the dinner.  Price point was discussed and set at $40pp, with cost to Commission not to exceed $32 all inclusive.  MN to inquire with Embassy Suite to see if they can accommodate the Commission at this price point.  HRC to begin distribution of letters for nominations in early September with a deadline of Oct 7th for consideration.  AA to book the room at Four Points as a fallback in case Embassy Suites cannot be obtained.  Several speakers were mentioned to do the keynote including, Alex Kozinski, Senator Mark Leno, Lynn Woolsey, Gavin Newsom, Shannon Menter, Kate Kindle, Ted Olson, Theresa Stuart and Dennis Herrera.  
3. Committee Authority/Committees to write letters, request info – CM suggested that committees receive authority to draft letters, etc.  Potential changes needed in the By-laws to address this.  CM would like to discuss more at the next business meeting.  Issue of what to do with the 3-Strike letter was addressed.
MOTION to include 3 strikes letter under Law Enforcement Committee and give authority to CM and Law Enforcement Committee to investigate the issue further, revise CM’s letter (in packet) and approve the letter, signing as the “Commission”.  The Committee will report back to the Commission at the Aug. meeting. JS/MN m/s/p.
XII. OLD ITEMS 
1. Police Diversity Training – Dr. Suresh Appavoo will come to the Aug meeting to present what he does and offer a proposal of what he can do to aid the Commission in providing diversity training to local PD.
2. Website – No new updates.
3. Standards and Policies for General Assistance Program – addresses earlier in the agenda/minutes  
4. Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice –
No updates.

XIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. SS was appointed to the Parks and Open Space Commission
2. AA just returned from his Libraries for Peace Project in the Middle East, where he helps to open schools, and provide libraries and  computer labs in his home town.  He goal is to replace guns with books.
3. MN traveled to South Africa to speak on corrective rape.  She was named an honorary member of the 1st LGBT taskforce.
4. JS was published in the IJ.  She will forward a copy of the article to the Commission.
XI. ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION to Adjourn: CM/SS m/s/p. 8:13pm
-
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Information Items: Provide information of interest to the commission.  If further discussion is needed, it will be moved to a future agenda, delegated to a committee, task force or staff.        Discussion Items: Provide opportunity for commission advice, input or consultation on draft policies or enable commission involvement in the generation or review of ideas or issues under development.         Action Items: Require Commission decision and action, as in a vote.
Late agenda material can be inspected at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 205 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.  PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request.

The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.

MARIN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 7/12/2011

[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]_1118563948

_1222603983

_954570650.unknown

_879751997

