MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Proposed meeting Minutes

August 9, 2011 - 6:30 P.M. – 8:30 p.m.


I.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:39pm.  The meeting was chaired by AA, Chair.
II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners present: A. Ahmadia, M. Cohen , R. Durr, A. Marshall, M. Nathan, J. Schiller   Staff Present: J Powell, CA Colton
Absent: C. Martinez, S. Scott
III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Brice Bayetassa, potential intern introduced himself and provided info on his backgroundand interest in interning for the commission.   Suresh Appavoo is a professor at Dominican University and was invited by Commissioner JS to speak to the Commission about diversity training.
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
MOTION to approve Agenda – JS/AM m/s/p.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION to approve May Minutes with the following changes: correct spelling of “impressed” in X(a) MN/JS m/s/p.

VI. Open Time for Public Expression – No one present for open time.
VII. Guest Speaker(s) – Dr. Appavoo  described his work and experience with diversity training.  He expressed his belief that comprehensive training is more effective than one single training.  He is willing to work with the Commission to identify and create trainings for the Commission to present to the community and other organizations, such as the Twin Cities Police Dept.  The Commission would need to decide what their goals with the trainings are, who would fund them, etc.  Dr. Appavoo passed out a checklist for the HRC to use in trying to determine the why and how of the trainings they would like to put together.  Dr. Appavoo expressed his willingness to discuss further with HRC in the future.
VIII. Chair’s Report 
1. Meeting with Supervisor Sears – AA, AC and CM met with Sup. Sears.  They reported that it was a good meeting and that Sup Sears is interested in the work the HRC does.  She was not able to attend the Aug meeting, but hoped to attend a meeting in the near future.
2. Resignation of commissioner, Glen Walker– Commissioner Walker asked staff to report that he was sorry to have to resign due to health reasons.
3. Welcome to returning Commissioner Raphael Durr – The chair acknowledged and welcomed Commissioner Durr back to the Commission.
4. Intern Intorduction Bryce Bayetassa – Bayatassa introduced himself to the Commission and expressed his interest in coming onboard as an intern.  CM to contact Bayetassa regarding possible tasks and cc staff on any correspondence.
5. Dr. Shirvin – letter of support – AA and AM reported meeting with Dr. Shirvin.  AA recommended that the commission write a letter of support for Dr. Shirvin’s cause and that MN and CM meet with Dr. Shirvin.  Together with AA, they will draft a letter of support to present to the Commission at the Sept. meeting.
6. Strategic Planning – Initiatives and Action Plans for Committees – Formal discussion of this item to be tabled until the Sept. meeting.
IX. Staff report

1. Budget Update –monthly food for the August Business meeting was purchased.  Staff to meet with SS to discuss budget/finance for HRC and MLK event.
2. Intern Update – Staff reported that there are potentially two people interested in coming onboard as an intern.  Staff will contact them and invite them to the next business meeting.  Additionally, AA may have someone who can help.  All interns/volunteers need to contact Anne Starr at the County to be considered.
X. standing business
1. COMMITTEE REPORTS and COMPLAINTS – No report unless indicated below 
a. Community and Government: AM reported his desire to put together a juvenile symposium addressing the disproportionate number of minorities in juvenile detention.  He was concerned that there was less tolerance for minorities in the court system from all ethnicities.  JS is interested in working with AM.  AM will bring an outline for this at the Sept. meeting for further discussion.  RD reported his concern with the rodent /pest problems in the Canal area.  There was discussion about why the problem exists and what possible solutions would effectively help the community.  AM to work with MN and RD to review and make suggestions to the Commission.
b. No additional standing committee reports
2. AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. New Commissioner Orientaton: SS and JS met and put together a packet to supplement the binder.  They will meet with and provide to staff.
2. No additional Ad Hoc Committee Reports
3. SUPERVISORS REPORTS –No reports, however AM provided an update on Supervisor Brown’s health and hopeful return.
XI. NEW ITEMS – No new items

XII. OLD ITEMS 

1. MLK –Date confirmed for Jan. 19th.  Price point was confirmed at $40pp, with cost to Commission not to exceed $32 all inclusive.  MN was to inquire with Embassy Suite to see if they can accommodate the Commission at this price point.  Staff to follow up with Embassy Suites.  JS to inquire with Dominican University as a venue.  There was concerns about the space and parking addressed however it was decided to go forward with obtaining the pricing info for consideration.   HRC to begin distribution of letters for nominations in early September with a deadline of Oct 7th for consideration.  AA to book the room at Four Points as a fallback in case Embassy Suites cannot be obtained.  Discussion re: speakers ensued.    MN reported speaking with Woolsey’s staff.  Woolsey’s schedule will not be confirmed for sure  until Nov.  It was decided that the 2nd and 3rd asks for speakers will take place at the Sept. meeting.  AM reported he would fund one of the student scholarships.
2. Committee Authority/Committees to write letters, request info – CM not present to discuss further.  Discussion tabled.
3. Website – No new updates.
XIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No announcements
XI. ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION to Adjourn: AM/RD m/s/p. 8:33pm
-
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Information Items: Provide information of interest to the commission.  If further discussion is needed, it will be moved to a future agenda, delegated to a committee, task force or staff.        Discussion Items: Provide opportunity for commission advice, input or consultation on draft policies or enable commission involvement in the generation or review of ideas or issues under development.         Action Items: Require Commission decision and action, as in a vote.
Late agenda material can be inspected at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 205 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.  PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request.

The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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