MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Proposed meeting Minutes

October 11, 2011 - 6:30 P.M. – 8:30 p.m.


I.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm.  The meeting was called to order and chaired by CM, Vice Chair, until AA, Chair arrived at 6:38pm.
II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners present: A. Ahmadia, M. Cohen , R. Durr, A. Marshall, C. Martinez, M. Nathan , J. Schiller, S. Scott   Staff Present: J Powell, CA Colton      Absent: none
III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS/SPEAKER: None.
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
MOTION to approve Agenda – AM/SS m/s/p.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION to approve September Minutes SS/RD m/s/p.

VI. Open Time for Public Expression 
1. S. Chavez introduced himself.  Commissioner RD is mentoring him.  Chavez is a student at College of Marin and would like to organize a Jr. Commission.  He spoke briefly about his background and received suggestions from the Commission to aid in his efforts.  AD is also currently helping him in obtaining in-state status at COM.
VII. Guest Speaker(s) – No guest Speaker.
VIII. Chair’s Report – AA reminded all in attendance that HRC meetings are Public and recorded.
1. Welcome to new commissioner Arlene Reese – AA welcomed Reese to the Commission.  She briefly introduced herself and background to the Commission.
2. Retreat Initiatives/Committee Work – All committees agreed to meet, discuss their committee initiatives/goals, and report back at the November meeting.
IX. standing business
1. SUPERVISORS REPORTS – AR reported that she met with Supervisor Adams who suggested that the HRC reach out to Spectrum.  MN and AR to discuss further offline and report back to the Commission.  RD reported that he recently met with all of the BOS re: block grant.
2. COMMITTEE REPORTS and COMPLAINTS – No report unless indicated below 
a. Community and Government: AM reported that he met with the complainants from the Salvation Army and requested they return with more detailed info in order to move forward.  AD is meeting with Paul Cohen of Legal aid to discuss the Canal pest issue.  
b. Diversity: MN relayed that the repeal of the “Don’t ask, Don’t Tell” was put into effect on Sept. 20th and that Oct. 11th is national coming out day.
c. EEAC: MC will try to contact the Chair to get an update.
d. Law Enforcement: JS is waiting for Dr. Appavoo’s proposal for Diversity Training.  She expects it to be between 1-2k.  She will report back to the Commission when she has additional information.  RD received a complaint (Stewart) but has not been able to make contact.  He will report back at the next meeting if he has any new info.  AA reported that Fitzpatrick decided to pursue his issue on his own.  He also reported on the Shervin issue.  After a lengthy discussion, it was decided that the entire Commission should read the chronology that Shervin submitted and vote at the November meeting how/whether the Commission is able to help.  Consensus was that Shervin’s issues were many as well as complicated.  After reviewing the chronology the Commission will vote on the best course of action/if any.
e. No additional standing committee reports
3. AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS – No Reports
X. NEW ITEMS – No new items

XI. MLK - There were 8 student nominations.  The Commission closed the student Nominations but agreed to extend the Adult Nominations thru Fri, Oct. 28th.  The Commission agreed to move forward with up to 5 adult, 8 Student (all submitted to date), 3 Community Service (Leno, Woolsey, Melba Beales), 1 Posthumous (local Tuskeegee Airmen-children to accept) and 1 program award (TBD – MN has submission).  All winners will be confirmed and voted on at the Nov. meeting.  JS to put out a press release after the Commission votes on the winners at the Nov. meeting.  AA and SS to meet with the BOS for support for the student scholarships.  
MOTION: to give Community service Awards to : Mark Leno, Lynn Woolsey and Melba Beales AM/RD m/s/p.
XII. STAFF UPDATES – Staff handed out business cards to Commissioners and asked that they review and provide staff with corrections.  Staff reported that several HRC domain names previously purchased are set to expire.  Staff recommended letting them expire as they are not the main domain used. 
MOTION: to allow domains to expire. CM/AM m/s/p.
XIII. OLD ITEMS 

1. MLK – AM volunteered to Chair the MLK Event this year.  He suggested having 2-3 speakers who have personally been through civil rights issues speak for 5-8 minutes each(such as Melba Beals, Little Rock 9 or Tuskegee Airmen, etc.) at the dinner as honorees.  A $1500 Honorarium was suggested.  Lucas’ film Red Tails is scheduled to premiere on Friday, Jan 20th and it was suggested that HRC invite them to the dinner.  Staff provided the Embassy suites quote.  Staff to talk with them to bring down to $32 cap, however, if this is not possible, consensus is to go forward with booking them at $33pp/all inclusive.  AA assigned AM, CM and JS to select up to 3 people as honorees.  Committee to report decision to staff within 2 weeks (9/27).  AM will head fundraising for honorariums.  SS, AA and CM appointed to a MLK Finance Committee.  All committees given the authority to make key decisions outside of the meetings so that MLK planning is not delayed.  AA to set appointment with BOS and do a personal “ask” for student scholarship funding.  Once done, AA will work with staff to send a written follow-up.
MOTION: to request $32pp quote from Embassy Suites, but if rejected to accept $33pp and book hotel for event AM/JS m/s/p.
XIV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. AM announced that there is an event at Institute for Social Justice, Berkeley – Bolt Hall Thursday 4-6pm re: the disproportionate incarceration of minority males.  SS asked AM to provide the info to Superintendant Mary Jane Burke.
XV. ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION to Adjourn: MN/SS m/s/p. 8:38pm
-
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Information Items: Provide information of interest to the commission.  If further discussion is needed, it will be moved to a future agenda, delegated to a committee, task force or staff.        Discussion Items: Provide opportunity for commission advice, input or consultation on draft policies or enable commission involvement in the generation or review of ideas or issues under development.         Action Items: Require Commission decision and action, as in a vote.
Late agenda material can be inspected at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 205 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.  PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request.

The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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