Approved Minutes
MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 410-B, 
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903

October 9, 2012 - 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 





2. ROLL CALL 




	Commissioner
	Present
	Commissioner
	Present

	Aref Ahmadia (AL)
	EA
	Melanie Nathan (Dist. 4)
	EA

	Marna Cohen (Dist. 3)
	A
	Arlene Reiss (Dist. 1)
	X

	Raphael Durr (AL)
	Left early:7:30pm
	Shelly Scott (Dist. 5)
	X

	Andrew Marshall (Dist. 2)
	X
	Juliet Schiller (AL)
	EA

	Christian  Martinez (AL)
	X
	Staff
	X


1. STAFF UPDATES 


 
a. Ethics Due 2012 – Have you done it?? – Reminder for Commissioners to complete by Dec ‘12
b. Brown Act training - November – May need to be rescheduled to include Robert’s Rules.  Commissioners should provide any questions they would like to address to staff ahead of time. 
c. Commissioner on Call/Committee List – complete list – SS volunteered to be the next COM.
2. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS (if any) A. Barnett, C. Thomas, S Bingham



3. APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA 

MOTION: to Approve the Agenda with the following changes: Move 9(e) to Open Time. RD/AMm/s/p



4. APPROVAL OF September  minutes 

MOTION: to Approve September Minutes – Tabled until November.


5. open time FOR PUBLIC EXPRESSION: C. Thomas spoke to the HRC re: incidents in Marin City which she has been witness to as well as a part of.  She reported that citizens are being degraded by police and that officers are using profanity and laughing at them in their interactions.  Thomas relayed a personal story where she felt that the police were trying to bate her into escalating the situation. She also relayed a story where a man was beaten until he defecated on himself.  She believes police “train” in Marin City but don’t seem to do this sort of training in other areas.  She feels police create scenarios and issues.  Thomas feels people are afraid of retaliation if they fill out forms when police are a part of their meetings.  Several suggestions were made: Look into creating their own police force.  The community doesn’t have to contract with the Sheriff.  Put pressure via CSD on the Sheriff to deter them from doing training in Marin City.  Make formal complaints.  Put on You Tube – create your own power.  Everyone has a voice.  A person’s past or background doesn’t matter. Get organized. Gather evidence that shows that officers are out of order.  A Barnett asked Thomas to attend the HRC meeting.  Barnett has attended 2 meetings where at least 100 people have spoken out against the sheriff and his deputies.  Thomas asked HRC to take action, pass the Sheriff oversight resolution.  Bingham added that he felt it was incumbent for the HRC to do something tonight.  He next town meeting (concerned citizens for Marin City -CC) is not scheduled yet.  Thomas gave brief history of CC. originated 40 years ago, originally about education, scholarships, etc.  The group has been meeting twice a month.  It’s dwindled because the Police presence changes the way that the meeting goes.  CM – suggest that a commissioner attend the next meeting.  Possibly do a public records request.  Request that the Chair write a letter to Ellen Baker and  John Burris and other groups to set a meeting to discuss these issues with Concerned Citizens.  AM requested meeting with CT to discuss further and help put the group together.  Next steps:  accept the resolution and write a letter to the groups that handle this to ask for support and help on how to handle  this. MC, RD, AR, JS – committee to work on this.  AM to head writing the letter to the groups and getting the info needed.  Citizens review and oversight council – specifically chosen name to imply that the council does investigate complaints – get in touch with Patrick Hunter citizens law enforcement review board (CLERB)of San Diego.
6. SPEAKER  - None







7. MLK
a. Updates – Staff is moving forward with getting contract signed with Four Points as venue.  HRC to consider recognizing 1-2 people within the Community with a special recognition, no monetary value would be included and individuals would be chosen solely by the Commission.  Consensus to cap student and adult awards at 5 each.  Speaker Committee created – CM, AA, JS.  Committee to provide confirmed speaker by November meeting.  Possibly Van Jones.
b. Nominations – HRC to accept nominations through Friday, then close.  
c. Endowment Fund and additional info – HRC needs to identify stakeholders and write letters asking for contributions.  CM and AM to write and send letters, AA and AM heading committee
8. COM Report
-Written report provided.  Additional discussion – Zegart case is closed.  Hanley’s case is on hold until medical leave is complete.  If at that time Hanley still feels the need for HRC assistance, the Commission will review the case at that time. Davis and Shay cases are closed.  MN provided a report and recommendations for the Mundo Case.  All recommendations were agreed upon, however discussion occurred regarding creating a template for informing complainants when the HRC has closed a case as well as process and procedures for tracking complaints.
9. Chair’s Report /New Items




a. Protocols for Commissioner responses to community and to guest speakers –Tabled for further discussion in November.  Consensus that HRC needs to create standard letters for use, including intake form, and tracking forms. Forms to be completed by Dec. meeting.
b. Living Wage Ordinance – Letter (Letter to SEIU) -Tabled
c. HRC Liaisons – HS students -Tabled
d. Survey Monkey for past MLK Winners -Tabled
e. Sheriff citizens review resolution – Discussed during Open Time
f. U-Haul complaint – Send letter to Mundo per recommendation
10. STANDING BUSINESS – Written reports provided where indicated 


SUPERVISORS UPDATES  - No Reports


       


COMMITTEE - REPORTS and COMPLAINTS  updates


	Area
	Members
	Complaints/Issues

	Community and Government  - including Healthcare(C & G)
	Ahmadia, Cohen, Marshall, Schiller, Scott
	Zegard – Closed
Flannigan – CM to FU
Franklin –Meds – moving forward
U-Haul – f/u with recommendations per report

	Diversity  (DIV)
	Nathan, Reiss, Schiller
	McConnell – Sausalito Restaurant – AA/AM to Follow up

	Education (Ed.)
	Nathan, Schiller, Scott
	Hanley – COM, AR proposes that she complete her medical leave and when she get closer to completing it that she get back to us at that time. Next steps –continue on medical leave and HRC will look at the issues once leave is over, when she is ready to return to school to get back in touch with the HRC and the Commission can investigate further at that time.    M. Christian – Charter – SS conflict of interest so removed herself from conversation.  Staff removed packet items from SS’s packet.  Commission to review for Nov. meeting.

	Law Enforcement (LE)
	Ahmadia, Durr, Martinez, Schiller
	Voelker – TC Police – MN to follow up at Nov. meeting on progress

	EEAC Liaison (EEAC)

Cohen
Cohen



	AD HOC COMMITTEES
	No Reports

	Future Endowment Fund
	A. Ahmadia, A. Marshall, C. Martinez

	Juvenile Symposium
	A. Marshall, J. Schiller

	PR/Media
	M. Nathan, J. Schiller

	Retreat 
	J. Schiller (staff)

	Website
	M. Nathan, C. Martinez


11. ANNOUNCEMENTS - None



12. ADJOURNMENT  
MOTION: to adjourn CM/SS m/s/p
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PHONE 415-473-6189---FAX 415-473-5960
Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources office at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 415 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 pm.
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 473-6189 (voice) or (415) 473-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request. The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.marincounty/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 473-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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