Marin Human Rights Commission –– Special Meeting Minutes
Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 410B, San Rafael, CA 94903

Tuesday, December 29, 2015   ––   8:00 a.m.



I. 8:01 am Call to Order
Chair, Gina Fromer
	Commissioner
	Present

	Christina Leimer (At large)
	X

	Kristin Nash (District 2)
	X

	Gina Fromer (District 1)
	X

	Nancy Johnson (District 3)
	X

	Ken Casey (District 5)
	(absence due to illness)

	Christian Martinez (District 4)
	X

	Kathy Williams (At large)
	(absence due to vacation travel)


II. Adult Nomination Comments by Commissioners: 
(All MLK Jr. Humanitarian Award applications and supportive documents are available for public review, available upon request – contact C. Shaw 415.473.6189)
A. NJ spoke about Peter Thompson and his work with Marin City Boxing; a center for the entire Marin Community, advocating healthy living throughout the County for youth, adults and elders. 

B. CM spoke about Melanie Nathan; a lifelong advocate of LGBT rights; representing LGBT globally with pride, pro bono services and personal commitment and service assisting African LGBT refugees.

C. CM gave a synopsis of Dario D’Arrigo’s accomplishments per the nomination packet.  

III. Adult Humanitarian Award Decision:
A. Adult Humanitarian Award Voting by Ballot: Melanie Nathan received the majority vote.
B. Motion to award Melanie Nathan to receive the 2015-2016 Adult MLK Jr Humanitarian Award made by GF/CM m/s/p unanimous = aye

IV. Youth Nomination Comments by Commissioners: 
A. KN spoke about Avani Bahl and her focus on issues of the Juvenile Justice System; and how she is creating awareness through her film, curriculum guide and advocacy.
B. CL spoke about Antonio Leta and her work on preventative measures against peer and domestic violence and abuse, as well as  her activism on LGBT issues.
V. Youth Humanitarian Award Decision:

A. Youth Humanitarian Award Voting by Ballot: Avani Bahl received the majority vote.

B. Motion to award Avani Bahl to receive the 2015-2016 Youth MLK Jr. Humanitarian Award made by CM/KN m/s/p unanimous = aye

VI. Motion made by CL to have HRC staff member, Chris Shaw request and get a response within 24 hours; for an additional $2000 in award money, to award an additional adult and youth Humanitarian award in 2015-2016.  If approved, both Avani Bahl and Antonio Leto would win a youth award, and Melanie Nathan and Peter Thompson would win an adult award. If no approval given within 24 hours, awards to be given to Avani and Melanie per ballot vote and original motions. CL/KN m/s/p unanimous = aye
VII. Adjournment
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors by calling (415) 499-6172 (TTY)

or Human Rights Commission staff at (415) 473-6195 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.

Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources Office, Room 415, Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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