Marin Human Rights Commission ––Meeting Minutes Draft
Point Reyes Library, 11431 State Route One, Point Reyes Station, CA 94956

Tuesday, August 14,  2018   ––   6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.




Order of Business
1. Call to Order at 7 pm. 
Present: NJ, TW, MW & KC
Absent: GF
Approval of Agenda and Minutes
2. Adoption of the drafted Agenda for August 14, 2018 Action Item
3. Adoption of drafted Minutes dated July 10, 2018 Action Item
Regular Business

4. Review drafted communication to the Sheriff on SB 54

Discussion/Possible Action Item
5. Introduction and Panelists Presentation of Information
a. Matt White – Commission Chair – Introduction on HRC duties
b. Dennis Rodoni – District 4 Supervisor – West Marin and BOS issues:
i. Focus on Seniors

ii. Legal and Non-Legal Immigrants

iii. Housing Issues

c. Leelee Thomas – Community Development Agency

i. Federal Housing Grants

ii. West Marin Senior Services and Home Care for the Elderly

iii. Community Land Trust of West Marin (CLAM)

iv. Focus on everything from safety repairs, to funding accessibility repairs, to acquiring new land for affordable housing and affirmative marketing. 

v. West Marin has a small housing stock issue that goes to vacation rentals

vi. Ag workers need replacement housing or repaired housing.

vii. Currently looking at acquiring Coast Guard housing for Ag workers.

viii. Rental protection – trying to level the playing fields by

1. No longer can discriminate against Section 8 vouchers

2. Mandatory mediation of rental increase over 5%

3. Workshop on Just cause for eviction is on September 11th at 5:30 pm

d. Scorro Romo – West Marin Community Services Core Programs Include:
i. Food Pantry – open to all of West Marin

ii. Emergency Assistance through Salvation Army

iii. Food vouchers

iv. Rent and Energy assistance

v. Scholarship Program

vi. Emergency and Crisis Expenses

e. Patty Lyons – Health and Human Services in a brand new building in West Marin
i. Limited mental health services with a visiting psychiatrist

ii. Medical

iii. Cal Fresh

iv. Cal Works

v. In home support

vi. Social Worker

vii. Rapid Response Program – using an informal network to support each other

viii. Issues are new building, have to rebuild trust

ix. West Marin parents have children in different schools that are very spread out

x. 1/3rd of the population is monolingual with numerous stressers happening simultaneously

f. Bonny White – Marin County Free Library services include 
i. Being part of the West Marin Collaborative which works with no budget but as a group are able to make change. Example: Mobile dental van.
ii. Focusing on a strategic plan to support West Marin children and families

iii. Bilingual Story Time – helping to create equity

iv. Reading on the Ranch with school supplies; for kids who are landlocked during the summer when there are no buses. This program supplies summer reading and brings school supplies to help close the gap. Funded by a grant from the Community Action Marin Foundation.

v. ESL Program now offers 10 active tutors during the school year to teach English; 5 classes in Point Reyes and 5 in Bolinas.

g. D’Jon Scott-Miller works for the Housing Authority of Marin with a focus on affordable housing through HUD
i. This includes a below market rate program; example $250K townhouse

ii. 2172 Vouchers given out to: veterans, HIV patients, Mentally disabled, etc 

iii. Security deposits provided

iv. Landlord partnership program incentives; below rate loans to repair a second unit or create a second unit

h. Lewis Jordan – Housing Authority of Marin

i. Collaboration and partnerships have a national effect.
ii. Regional folks applaud Housing Authority of Marin’s effort

iii. Books and Barbeque

iv. 3100 Affordable Housing doors in Marin

v. 300 unit community in Marin City; hope to build new housing and then move population in before updating the existing housing. 

vi. Looking at helping with whole person care with stakeholders like St. Vincent’s and Ritter House. Goal is to house the chronically homeless and provide wraparound services. Teach how to deal with trauma and how to be fiscally responsible. Mentally fragile folk need substantial sponsorship.

6. Public questions and comments for panelists and commissioners.

i. Public Charge issue: if you are an immigrant, and receive medical care, the negative ramifications could be that in the future, you may not be able to get citizenship. 

ii. Marin is not a Sanctuary County, whereas San Francisco is. Why not? 
iii. Ag workers affordable housing issues include:

1.  Difficulty building new buildings in the Coastal areas as most is zoned for ag land.

2. West Marin land is all septic.

3. Transportation is needed to get around West Marin.

7.  Adjournment

Next Meeting: 
September 11, 2018 7-9 pm




Civic Center Room 410B

Topic: 
Bail Reform 


Guests: 
Mike Daly, Chief Probation Officer




Ed Berberian, District Attorney
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors by calling (415) 499-6172 (TTY)

Or the Human Rights Commission staff at (415) 473-6189 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.

Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources Office, Room 415, Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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