
Marin Human Rights Commission ––Meeting Minutes Draft
Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 410B, San Rafael, CA 94903

Tuesday, June 11,  2019   ––   7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.




Order of Business Present: TW, KC, HC, SJH, MW, GF
Absent: NJ   
Approval of Agenda and Minutes
1. Motion to approve the drafted Agenda for June 11, 2019 

GF/HC m/s/p
 
2. Motion to approve the drafted Minutes dated May 14, 2019
SJH/G m/s/p

 
Public Comment On Items Not On The Agenda

a. G. Pegelow is disappointed that his item that he requested is not on the agenda. He simply wants the commission to support the idea. His group doesn’t yet have the speaker, they just want the Commission’s support in the gathering and the asking of the BOS for the venue and financial support.
b. G. Pegelow spoke about access to the Youth Commission for all and hopes to resolve the issue and will be talking to DA.
c. R. Izquierdo spoke about what’s happening at the border and the sanctuary status of Marin. He thanks the Commission for the submitting the letter and hopes for follow up and wants all to remember the plight of the people. 
Regular Business

3. MW explained the Rules re Public Comment at Human Rights Commission meetings due to the Brown Act.
The Commission will take public comment (up to 3 minutes per speaker) on all items not appearing on the agenda at the beginning of each meeting during the "Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda" portion of the regular meeting The Commission will take public comment on agenda items (up to 2 minutes per speaker) before taking any action.  
4. Motion made to go out of agenda order due to guest speaker late to meeting. SJH/HC m/s/p

5. Discussion on sending a Commissioner to the August 18-22, 2019 IAOHR Conference in Orlando, FL  Motion made to send MW to Orlando. SJH/GF m/s/p to learn about what other Commissions are doing and he will return and make a presentation on his findings.

6. Marin County Guest, Dana Van Gorder, the Spahr Center
 presented.
Dana is the interim director of the Spahr Center. 

· Spectrum & And Marin Aids Project – merged 5 years ago. 
· Center started with the focused on the HIV issue and then LGBTQ.

· Those with HIV are now in a good position. With early detection and drugs, most can have a normal life span.

· Drugs also help prevent and not transfer HIV. 
· Approximately, 655 people living with HIV in Marin and the Spahr Center provides services to approximately 255.
· Services include: advocacy, housing, transportation, food and a HIV prevention program. 
· Their Syringe exchange program also includes Narcan distribution. 

· Working with the County to destigmatize HIV..

· The center offers support for LGBTQ Youth in schools. 

· Parental rejection

· Educator Cultural Competency
· Support for Youth

· The center offers support for LGBTQ Seniors. Senior programs – many come from SF – escape SF – and are 
· Seniors often feel very isolated. 
· Provide Senior discussion groups and activities to help them build their community. 
· For Seniors living in residential communities, the offer sensitivity training to staff in those facilities. 
· Center is hoping to fill the gap between Seniors, Youth and people with HIV by building a community center. 
· Funding comes from different sources like: $900K from HHS for HIV, and BHS offers some youth service funding. 

· GF: How are you funded? Different sources, but 85% Federal money. 

· Current Issues: At risk losing health care due to religious or moral objection. HHS has issued a strong statement of these actions and these rules. Perhaps the HRC could show support regarding the proposed overturn healthcare rules for transgender. Dana will send letter for the HRC to support. 

Questions and Comments:


RI: County of Marin needs symbolism – request Pride Flag to be flown. 


HC: Pride resolution passed each year or is this the first year. 

This is not the first year.


GF: Are there new cases of HIV or just maintaining those who have it. 


Approximately 30 new cases annually. A number of Latinx in the new HIV cases so they are focusing on this demographic. Some due to injection usage, and the center’s new landlord won’t allow them to do a syringe exchange program on their site so they have a mobile exchange program starting.

7. Discussion on the value of “Listening Sessions.”. Next month’s meeting is in the Canal neighborhood.

· G. Pegelow: “Why would the public attend when the HRC doesn’t handle individual cases?”
· R. Izquierdo: “You have to, they might want to participate and don’t want to come over here (Civic Center). They want to see what is being done. Give them the opportunity to show up.

· GF: I think we have to do the outreach for the meetings and continue to do the listening sessions. 

· HC: interpreter and outreach 

· SJH: I made great strides to reach Novato families. Perhaps pointing out what topics and issues that might be points of passion might get them there. Example Cars in canal being towed. A dialogue with Police dept. What are the needs and what can we do about it?

· TW: More accessible regularly is important. Having some successes. Press Coverage that will get traction. 
· KC: Right now it is a waste of time. Give them a reason for being there. Forum on housing. Bring a hot topic. Come and talk about housing. Give them a place to talk. Get people to show up.

· MW: have a speaker on an issue, then support with a speaker and a topic. And advertise. Give the Marin IJ an agenda and ask them to highlight.
i. Can we extend the comment section during travelling meeting?
ii. July Canal: speaker Nelson Lee – Housing – affordable housing and gentrification

iii. Perhaps an Immigration attorney from Canal Alliance.
iv. MW and Chris to work on flyer
8. Discussion on exploring areas for attention and focus.
a. Commissioners to form adhoc committees of interest: like the justice system  or food security, racial equity & immigration
b. MW will send ideas and interest levels via Chris

9. Review of the MLK Jr. Partnership Event in Marin City and options for 2020.
· Embassy Suites $44/per person minimum

· McGinnis $25/per person minimum

· Date would be in February on a Thursday night
· Awardees with friends and family
· Light food and beverage at a venue somewhere other than this building. 
· San Rafael community center – by Safeway. 

· Venue for approximately 100 people

· Look at dates where there are no Major events going on in the community in February.
10. Commissioner Open Time
a. IOAHR Conference payments done in July.

b. SJH: Marin IJ – Not in our Town: inclusion. See flyer.

c. KC Housing website getting a lot of hits – having a 

i. Next Gen Marin is having a promotional party Saturday, 8/24/2019, not open to the public. 5:30 pm 
ii. Focused on the on-going effort to improve the housing situation

11.  Adjournment SJH/TW adjourn 8:46 pm
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors by calling (415) 499-6172 (TTY)

Or the Human Rights Commission staff at (415) 473-6189 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.

Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources Office, Room 415, Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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