
Marin Human Rights Commission ––Meeting Minutes Draft
Tuesday, May 12,  2020   ––   7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.


Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/5529578915
Meeting ID: 552 957 8915
Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ac2zklgZwn
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Call to Order at 7:00 pm: Present: Castillo, Hanna, McQuaid & White 
Absent: Johnson 



Opening and Closing in honor of Commissioner Ken Casey




 
Approval of Agenda and Minutes
1. Motion to approve the drafted Agenda for May 12, 2020 

m/s/p Hanna/Castillo
2. Motion to approve the drafted Minutes dated April 14, 2020 with the amendment that Item 3c. was deleted and the following items renumbered accordingly. 

m/s/p Castillo/McQuaid
Public Comment On Items Not On The Agenda

3. Public Comment: 

Rodrigo Izquierdo noted that San Francisco mayor London Breed spoke about the SF HRC.  Commissioners are going into the community to make sure they know what is really going on, and to double check for gaps in needed services and support.  Mr. Izquierdo encouraged Marin HRC commissioners to do the same.
Regular Business

4. Guest Speaker: Douglas Mundo, director of the Multicultural Center of Marin (formerly Canal Welcome Center) summarized his background and the role of the Multicultural Center. He spoke about the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on the poor and vulnerable communities in Marin, especially immigrant communities.  The Center has surveyed those affected and found, not surprisingly, that the most pressing concern is rent assistance, and then food insecurity and inability to purchase necessities, caused by loss of employment income.  The Center’s weekly food distribution program has ballooned to over 500 families.  The Center has provided $50,000 in financial assistance but more is needed. 
Mr. Mundo asked the Commission to “pay attention to the details” of the inequities more fully exposed by the pandemic.


Lorenzo Cordova, aide to Supervisor Dennis Rodoni, spoke about steps taken by the Board of Supervisors.  The County, in conjunction with the City of San Rafael, the San Rafael School District, and Canal Alliance, just announced a program that will bring Wi-Fi to thousands of San Rafael students and their families living in the Canal area, which should be up and running next month. The program was featured in the Marin Independent Journal:  https://www.marinij.com/2020/05/11/san-rafael-pitches-canal-community-wifi-to-address-inequities/

Mr. Cordova pointed out that this program was “scalable,” meaning it can be expanded over time to include more residents and additional digital services.  Currently the San Rafael schools have distributed 2,700 Chrome books to students who could not otherwise have access to a computer, and another 1500 have been ordered.  This is more than half the number needed (7,200).


The County also adopted rental protections, including a prohibition on evictions and a 90-day period in which tenants may repay past rent.  A longer period (beyond 90 days) would have required cities to approve.  With a matching grant from the Marin Community Foundation, the County has distributed $1,000,000 in rental assistance, with the assistance of four non-profits, but that fund has already been exhausted.  1,700 tenants remain on the waiting list for rental assistance.  


There is now a COVID-19 testing site in the Canal community, established by the State, and another in Marin City, operated by the County.  Testing is currently of “essential” workers.


Mr. Cordova noted that the pandemic has heightened awareness of the needs of underserved communities, such as the “digital divide,” and is hopeful that some progress will occur as a result.


Finally, Mr. Cordova asked that the commissioners stay in contact with the supervisors, perhaps by way of monthly meetings.  Commissioners should contact the supervisor for their district; the two at-large members will contact the supervisors for the two current vacancies.

5.
HRC during pandemic.  No new idea for the HRC during the quarantine.  There was no opposition to meeting via Zoom for the next meeting.
6.
'Distance Learning' plan/implementation primarily in West Marin 

Discussion/Possible Action Item
7.
Updates from Subcommittees


a. Commissioner Hanna thanked Mr. Cordova for his report on services in the west Marin community.  
b. Ad hoc committees: Commissioners Hanna and McQuaid formed an ad hoc subcommittee on the “digital divide,” the lack of access to computers, internet access, and technology of less affluent residents.
8.
Listening sessions:  Until the quarantine is lifted, the Commission will not plan any “listening sessions” around the county.
9.
Commissioner Open Time: Commissioner Hanna attended a “Yes in My Backyard” program.  The organization supports the creation of affordable housing in the Canal neighborhood and throughout Marin.  Commissioner Castillo attended a community meeting sponsored by the County, addressing updates on COVID-19’s toll in Marin County and in its nursing homes.  Commissioner Castillo has been working with Legal Aid of Marin, which has seen an increase in lawyer volunteers to help with needed pro bono work, especially housing issues.

10.
Adjournment:  at 8:30 p.m. 
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors by calling (415) 499-6172 (TTY)

Or the Human Rights Commission staff at (415) 473-6189 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.

Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources Office, Room 415, Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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