MARIN WOMEN’SCOMMISSION

May 22, 2007

Business Meeting  7 – 9 pm

Marin Justice Center

30 N. San Pedro Road, San Rafael, CA

MINUTES
I.
Welcome/Establish Quorum/Roles





Timekeeper:  S. O’Brien

Egalitarian:    MA Hoover

Commissioner Anderson, vice-chair, was standing in for chair, Marti Rule 

Commissioners Present

C. Zamora

MA Hoover

K Cirby

M. Selchie

S. O’Brien

C. Anderson

RM Hayden

Yolanda Gibson

P. Leary

Commissioners Absent
E. Eriksson
 Immigration Rally
E. Erickson
 Unexcused Absence
T. Bullock
 Unexcused Absence
L. Adler
 Out of Town
M. Rule            Meeting conflict

T. Bainer
 Unexcused Absence
M. McLean      Work conflict

Guests
Raphael Durr, HRC & CJE
Barbara Kaufman, CJE

Margot Biehle, Emerge Program

II.
Commissioners’ Check In


Comm. Gibson announced that Comm. Bainer will be interim secretary of 


ACCW
 until election of officers in August.


Comm. Selchie discussed the fact that Supv. Kinsey is walking his district 


in West Marin.  It is a 19 mile trek.
 III.
Consent Agenda 









Agenda Approval: Consent agenda will not be approved.
Minutes of April Meeting:  Taken off Consent Agenda.  In April 



minutes, members present and absent was not recorded. 

Commissioner Hayden asked that the April minutes reflect the fact 



that she had translated the resource card once and did not want to 



do it for a second time.  The minutes stated that she did not 
want to 


edit the card but did not provide an explanation as to why.
ACTION: Budget:  Taken off Consent Agenda and taken off the 



agenda as a discussion item.
MOTION: Urgency item added to agenda regarding attendance at 



dinner of the Marin County Women’s Lawyers Assoc. which 



occurs 
before the next meeting.  M/s/p Zamora/Selchie
MOTION: Agenda accepted as amended. M/s/p Selchie/Cirby
MOTION: Minutes approved as corrected. Gibson/Zamora

IV.
Open Time for Public Input (max 3 min each)


Margot Biehle from Emerge discussed the mission of her 




organization which is to provide assistance to women considering running 


for public office.  Emerge provides a seven month training program. 

Barbara Kaufman discussed several issues that were of concern to her 


related to family court and the court system.  
V.
Treasurer’s Report



Commissioner Leary reviewed the budget, discussed the balance, 



and explained future expenses and encumbered funds. Another  



version of the budget, with more detail and explanation, will be 


e-mailed to commissioners.  






ACTION: Reimburse Comm. Bainer for Base Camp Expenses:


MOTION: Reimburse Commissioner Bainer for Base Camp 



expenses not to exceed $50.00. M/s/p Zamora/O’Brien



MOTION: MWC to allocate the cost of one or two tickets for the 



Marin County Women Lawyers’ dinner. M/s Zamora/O’Brien



AMENDED MOTION: MWC approves the expenditure for three 
 


or four 
tickets to the Marin County Women Lawyers’ dinner and, 



if there are not enough funds in the budget, the balance of the 



expense will come out of the Women’s Fund for which they have 



withdrawal authority. M/s/p Zamora/Cirby


Those who expressed interest in attending the dinner were 




Commissioners Zamora, Gibson, Leary and Hoover.


There was discussion about the fact that there is money 




available in the Women’s Fund for appropriate expenses.

VI.
Speaker:  Judge Adams


Judge Verna Adams discussed the mission of the court to make the court 


system more responsive and accessible to the public needs.  She discussed 


the programs implemented and in the process of being implemented, to


reach this goal.





VII.
Chair’s Report

 There was a vacancy posted for the District 4 vacancy.  Comm. Cirby 


 said that she knew of one person who had applied.


Comm. Gibson asked for the detailed opinion from the County Counsel 
                                                                                                       

ruling that the use Base Camp as a communication tool was in 


 
violation of the Brown Act.  The chair had sent a paraphrased copy of the 


ruling.


It was suggested that the commission invite an attorney from the County 


Counsel’s Office to discuss Brown Act.


Comm. Zamora asked about a complaint that had come to the Executive 


Committee from the Board of Supervisors.  The complaint was referred to 


Human Resources and is still in process.  The members of the executive 


committee, Human Resources and the complainants will meet in a more 


casual setting to discuss the issues.  Comm. O’Brien recommended that, if 


there is a resolution, it be brought to the general meeting. 


VIII.
Staff Report


Staff informed the commission that she was on the oral board for the 


selection of the new EE Officer position. Comm. Selchie asked that 


it be noted in the minutes that no one from the MWC or EEAC were 


invited to be on the selection panel.  A member of the Personnel 



Commission was supposed to be on the panel but cancelled at the last 


minute.






IX.
Focus Area Reports 






Leadership

· Review Granny D. Event :  Comm. Zamora has been communicating with Granny G. and discussed Granny’s recent activities.  
· Proposal Dates for Fall Community Summit:  The proposed dates are for the second and third week of October.  There is contact with Dominican to firm up date.
· ACCW Renewal: Membership was renewed.
· ACTION: NACW Delegate Vote:  Comm. Zamora , who is a NACW board member, as well as Comm. Gibson, Rule, and Bainer expressed interest in attending convention.  MOTION:  The NACW Director from the Marin Women’s Commission, Cecilia Zamora, is designated as the delegate to the NACW convention in Kentucky.  M/s/p Hoover/O’Brien 8 ayes, 1 abstention



MOTION: Urgency item to vote on alternative delegate to the 



NACW convention because the registration form needs to be sent 



with this information prior to June meeting. M/s/p Selchie/O’Brien




MOTION: Comm. Rule is designated as the alternate to the 



NACW convention. M/s/p Selchie/Hoover


Discussion about sending additional commissioners to the 
convention will be on the June agenda. Comm. Hayden 
commented that it was important to have funds available to 
represent the commission at state and national meetings.

Access to Resources

· Progress report on Needs Assessment– M. McLean: Comm. Kirby and Selchie updated the commissioners on the progress of the assessment by Mary Jo Lazier Comm. Zamora recommended that there be an outline of the project.  The contract with Ms. Lazier was signed in May.  Comm. Selchie suggested that commissioners send feed back to Comm. McLean about recommendation they may have regarding the project.  
· Teen Girls Summit – Cirby  Comm. Cirby updated the commission on the summit.  They are getting focus groups together in Novato, Mill Valley, Marin City and the Canal.  Comm. Zamora recommended some possible contacts for focus group participants.
· Discuss Town Hall Meetings:  This item includes all of the focus groups and all of the commissioners.  Comm. Selchie mentioned that in early discussions it was determined that the targeted population at the meetings should be the underserved of West Marin, Canal, Marin City and Novato.


Comm. O’Brien recommended that this item be included as a 
separate project on future agendas because it involves all focus 
area.

Comm. Zamora recommended that a separate meeting be convened 
to brainstorm about the town hall meetings.  Comm. Selchie will 
discuss all of this information with Comm. Mc Lean.

Self Sufficiency




No report

Equity & Parity

· Work with Self Sufficiency to contact Economic Commission:  This item came up in discussing as to whether this agency could aid the MWC in any of its goals.  Comm. Zamora stated that gender equity was not a targeted issue on the Economic Commission.   Their agenda now is on targeted industry studies and it was recommended that Self Sufficiency make contact with the Economic Commission to see if there is a tie in with MWC goals.    
· Status of Hiring Consultant: The contract has not yet been signed but it is in process.  
X.
Commissioner Announcements/Commendations/Concerns 

Comm. Anderson and Zamora address the BOS regarding the 
resolution for Equal Pay Day.



MOTION: Commendation will be given to Judith Beck, Family 



Law Facilitator.  M/s/p Zamora/Cirby



MOTION: Meeting adjourned.   M/s/p Hoover/Selchie

Future Meetings:

June 14th Executive Committee

June 26th  Business Meeting

