Marin Women’s Commission –– Business Meeting Minutes Draft

Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 410B, San Rafael, CA 94903

Tuesday,  March 27,  2018   ––   7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.




Minutes
I. Call to Order/Establish Quorum – 7: 04 pm


Present: JJ, CH, AS, CM, KE and SC

Absent: AM, AG, KByrne, KBurke
and EK





II. Motion to approve the Agenda for March 27, 2018 with the following updates:  postpone EECW until April, read an update on the EEAC meeting from Emily, she will do a full update in April.  CH, AS m/s/p. February Minutes SC/ AS – minutes approved: m/s/p 

III. No Members of the Public asked to Speak.


IV. 2018 Marin Teen Girl Conference was a success and was featured in the Local newspaper, the Marin IJ. Congress Man Jared Huffman gave every ambassador a certificate of appreciation. 
V. SART/SANE Location Preliminary Findings Discussed: 
· These preliminary findings but there is more to investigate
· MWC’s Task to understand why in location for the exam is in Vallejo
· Although new to current commissioners, this topic is not new to MWC
· This is a National Problem discussed at an MWC meeting in 2014
· December 2017 letter from DA, E. Berberian provided more information
· MWC’s duty is to gather as much data first hand as possible
· Exact data difficult to get to but approximately 60 cases per year
· Children need special exams, children exams were done in the past in Oakland (even when adult exams were done in Marin)
· JJ, CH and AS all met with Supervisors to give them the heads up
· Contacted over a dozen SART nurses; received some information from them
· JJ spoke with an investigator
· Spoke with AP – author of the original news article
· Spoke with investigators, officers, prosecutors
· Two basic issues

· Standard of Care

· Prosecution and making sure evidence is collected and credible
· Exams here vs Vallejo
· Now they can call ahead and be prepared when the victims arrive
· Marin comparatively does not get enough cases to have an expert who has experience and gets practices. If called to be a witness – that the victims wouldn’t get justice. Whoever is going to do the examinations need to be skilled to hold up in trial. 
· Vallejo has the highest standard of care as possible – as soon as a report is made – they are assigned to an officer, with a plain clothed officer, with an unmarked car. They have the option of having family with them and even drive them there. SART nurses are on-call – so they are called – and wait time reduced. Goal is to make victims comfortable and respected. The half hour drives is a small part of the bigger process.

· SART nurses come from a hub in Napa/Solano – that send nurses who have experience in exams and in court. 

· They are taken home by family or officers. Officer’s contact is given and they can call them. Victim’s advocates and officer’s have regular meetings on what’s going on.

· What went wrong with Exams in Marin: Keeping SANE/SART nurses on staff as at least three need to be on staff.
· Some parents chose not to have their children examined as they have already been traumatized.

· Going around to other counties to find out what’s happening – and other models.

· Sonoma – Family Justice Center – all issues with sexual assault

· Alameda – has something similar program

· SF – comprehensive model with onsite social workers

· Stanford and Santa Cruz – out sourced to San Jose

· CM question: Knowing we don’t have access to victim data, still question what the prosecution rate is before and after the switch of locations.
· CM and AS: Children are now also sent to Vallejo

· SC Advocates in Marin – Where are they trained?

· Public comment:

· Amy Yardley – DA Investigator – experience as a Novato Detective – spoke with JJ, CH, AS

· Victims are treated respectfully, SART exam small factor of the process
· Weigh factors exams in Vallejo bringing justice to the victims

· Ed Berberian, DA : Officer contacts SART – and the victims are met in Vallejo along with Community Violence Solutions, which houses the Marin hotline for rape crisis. These are advocates that are specially trained sexual assault advocates who will have ongoing contact. 

VI. YWCA Hall of Fame Attendance Reminder : JJ, SC, AS, CM, KB, KE, CH will attend. 
And CS added.
· Everyone to be there around 5 pm. 
VII. Equal Employment Advisory Committee Advisory Council Meeting (Emily) see hand out


VIII. Consent Decree discussion follow up meeting with R. Crawford (Catherine)  - now and next meeting…really read it. Personally, concerned that there hasn’t been a large change.


IX. EECW Meeting (Kate) – moved to April agenda









X. Outreach (Catherine)  - CM, JJ and CH

- Recognition certificates for:

· Elaine from Book Passage
· Cecil Richards from Planned Parenthood
·  Tiffany Schlane from 50/50

-Other organizations that MWC could collaborate with:

· Women in Business San Rafael
· Sparkle Foundation out of Novato

· Advancing Women in Marin

XI. Date Selection for July Retreat
Doodle Poll – July 21st and July 28th






Nominating Committee – Jacqueline, Keiko and Amanda




XII. District news  - 
· Keiko :Sponsorship film, “What Doesn’t Kill Me” Film.  no cost , just sponsorship in MWC name.  April 11th at 7pm at Guzman Hall.




XIII. Open Time for Commissioners
- 
Jacqueline: Tiffany Schlange. participation of 50/50 day – put on a day – April 26th, advancing women’s rights and women – 2 minute trailer. About the number of women who have been leaders in the world. 20K groups have signed up. 
Keiko: Charter for Compassion started by Karen Armstrong which is connected to 50/50

Keiki:  Saw a presentation on Housing and met Senator McGuire
Discussion on topics to focus on:


History 


Website 

Booklist: spoke with Sara Jones and Terry Jones about partnering with Marin Library to advertise MWC list.
XIV. Adjournment
 8:37 pm
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors by calling (415) 499-6172 (TTY)

or Marin Women’s Commission staff at (415) 473-6195 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.

Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources Office, Room 415, Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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